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For each section of the book you will find below the sources and 
scholarship relied upon, stripped out of the book in sequential order.

Not included are the following works of mine that I referenced often enough 
that they should just be consulted in their entirety (heeding my remark that 
my views or conclusions on some points may have changed):

Richard Carrier, Proving History: Bayes’s Theorem and the Quest for the Historical Jesus 
(Amherst, NY: Prometheus Books, 2012). 

Richard Carrier, Not the Impossible Faith: Why Christianity Didn’t Need a Miracle to 
Succeed (Raleigh, NC: Lulu.com, 2009). 

Other than that, everything that follows is divided by section of the book in 
which it received a footnoted reference. Note that sometimes Bible verses 
are cited as evidence in the text and not the footnotes. Those won’t be 
reproduced here, and might not have been read out in the audio either.
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Richard Carrier, ‘Flash! Fox News Reports That Aliens May Have Built the Pyramids of 
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fox.html). 

Richard Carrier, ‘Did Jesus Exist? Earl Doherty and the Argument to Ahistoricity’, The 
Secular Web (2002) at www.infidels.org/library/modern/richard_carrier/jesuspuzzle.html. 

- - -
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Robert Van Voorst, Jesus Outside the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans: 
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Richard Carrier, ‘How Not to Argue for Historicity’, in Bart Ehrman and the Quest of the 
Historical Jesus of Nazareth: An Evaluation of Ehrman’s Did Jesus Exist? (ed. Frank 
Zindler and Robert Price; Cranford, NJ: American Atheist Press, 2013). 

Maurice Casey, Jesus: Evidence and Argument or Mythicist Myths? (Edinburgh: T. & T. 
Clark, 2014). 

Richard Carrier, ‘Critical Review of Maurice Casey’s Defense of the Historicity of 
Jesus’, Richard 
Carrier Blogs (March 3, 2014) at http://freethoughtblogs.com/carrier/archives/4282. 

- - -

Chapter 1, Section 4 (no sources footnoted in Section 3):

Michael Wood, In Search of Myths and Heroes: Exploring Four Epic Legends of the 
World (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2005). 
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Kevin Binfield (ed.), Writings of the Luddites (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 2004). 

A.J. Droge, ‘Jesus and Ned Lud[d]: What’s in a Name?’, CAESAR: A Journal for the 
Critical Study of Religion and Human Values 3 (2009). 
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Burton Mack, The Christian Myth: Origins, Logic, and Legacy (New York: Continuum, 
2006). 

- - -
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1980). 
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R.T. France, The Evidence for Jesus (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1986). 

Gerd Theissen and Annette Merz, The Historical Jesus: A Comprehensive Guide 
(Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1996). 
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2007). 
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(New York: T. & T. Clark, 2012). 
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Pilgrimage (ed. Beverly Roberts Gaventa and Richard Hays; Grand Rapids, MI: William 
B. Eerdmans, 2008). 

Hector Avalos, The End of Biblical Studies (Amherst, NY: Prometheus Books, 2007). 

Gerd Theissen and Dagmar Winter, The Quest for the Plausible Jesus: The Question of 
Criteria (Louisville, KY: John Knox Press, 2002). 

Stanley Porter, The Criteria for Authenticity in Historical-Jesus Research: Previous 
Discussion and New Proposals (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 2000). 

E.P. Sanders, The Historical Figure of Jesus (London: Penguin Press, 1993). 

Krzysztof Nawotka, Alexander the Great (Newcastle upon Tyne: Cambridge Scholars, 
2010). 

Waldemar Heckel and Lawrence Tritle, Alexander the Great: A New History (Malden, 
MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2009). 

Joseph Roisman (ed.), Brill’s Companion to Alexander the Great (Leiden: Brill, 2003). 
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PA: American Philosophical Society, 2007). 

Page �  of �4 131
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2003). 
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PM’, Die Welt des Orients 28 (1997). 
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Gary Habermas and Mike Licona, The Case for the Resurrection of Jesus (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Kregel Publications, 2004), p. 233. 

Bruce Chilton, ‘Historical Jesus’, in Dictionary of Biblical Criticism and Interpretation 
(ed. Stanley Porter; New York: Routledge, 2007). 
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Epilogue’, in Studying the Historical Jesus: Evaluation of the State of Current Research 
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Schubert Ogden (ed.), New Testament and Mythology and Other Basic Writings by Rudolf 
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- - -
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Chapter 2, Section 3:

Richard Carrier, ‘Christianity’s Success Was Not Incredible’, in The End of Christianity 
(ed. John Loftus; Amherst, NY: Prometheus Books, 2011). 

- - -

Chapter 2, Section 4:

Richard Bauckham, Jesus and the Eyewitnesses: The Gospels as Eyewitness Testimony 
(Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 2006), p. 85. 

Stanley Porter, The Criteria for Authenticity in Historical-Jesus Research: Previous 
Discussion and New Proposals (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 2000). 

Mark Strauss, Four Portraits, One Jesus: An Introduction to Jesus and the Gospels 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2007), pp. 356-57, 372. 

- - -

Chapter 3, Section 1:

Willis Barnstone, The Other Bible (San Francisco, CA: Harper Collins, 1984), pp. 
517-31. 

Jonathan Knight, The Ascension of Isaiah (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1995). 

Jonathan Knight, Disciples of the Beloved One: The Christology, Social Setting and 
Theological Context of the Ascension of Isaiah (Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 
1996). 
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Irenaeus, Against All Heresies 1.3.2. 
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Earl Doherty, Jesus: Neither God nor Man (The Case for a Mythical Jesus) (Ottawa: Age 
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graeca 13.800. 
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Pirjo Lapinkivi, The Neo-Assyrian Myth of Ištar’s Descent and Resurrection (Helsinki: 
Neo-Assyrian Text Corpus Project, 2010). 
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A.J. Droge, ‘Jesus and Ned Lud[d]: What’s in a Name?’, CAESAR: A Journal for the 
Critical Study of Religion and Human Values 3 (2009), pp. 23-25. 

Kurt Noll, ‘Investigating Earliest Christianity without Jesus’, in ‘Is This Not the 
Carpenter?’ The Question of the Historicity of the Figure of Jesus (ed. Thomas 
Thompson and Thomas Verenna; Sheffield: Equinox 2012). 

The Historical Jesus: Five Views (ed. James Beilby and Paul Rhodes Eddy; Downers 
Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2009). 

G.A. Wells (‘The Historicity of Jesus’) and Morton Smith (‘The Historical Jesus’) in 
Jesus in History and Myth (ed. R. Joseph Hoffmann and Gerald Larue; Buffalo, NY: 
Prometheus Books, 1986). 

John E. Remsberg, The Christ: A Critical Review and Analysis of his Existence (Amherst, 
NY: Prometheus Books, 1994 [orig., 1909]). 

Thomas James Thorburn, The Mythical Interpretation of the Gospels: Critical Studies in 
the Historic Narratives (New York: Scribner, 1916). 
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Maurice Goguel, Jesus the Nazarene: Myth or History? (New York: D. Appleton, 1926). 

Shirley Jackson Case, The Historicity of Jesus: A Criticism of the Contention That Jesus 
Never Lived; A Statement of the Evidence for his Existence; An Estimate of his Relation 
to Christianity (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2d edn, 1928).  

Special second edition of Schweitzer’s Quest of the Historical Jesus, recently in English 
as Albert Schweitzer, The Quest of the Historical Jesus (tr. John Bowden; London: SCM 
Press, 2000). 

- - -

Chapter 3, Section 3:

R.G. Price, Jesus: A Very Jewish Myth (n.p.: RationalEvolution.net, 2007). 

R.G. Price, The Gospel of Mark as Reaction and Allegory (n.p.: RationalEvolution.net, 
2007). 

Gary Courtney, Et Tu, Judas? Then Fall Jesus! 2nd ed. (Lincoln, NE: iUniverse, 2004). 

Richard Carrier, ‘Why the Resurrection Is Unbelievable’, in Christian Delusion: Why 
Faith Fails (ed. John Loftus; Amherst, NY: Prometheus Books, 2010). 

- - -

Chapter 4, Section 1:

Richard Carrier, ‘The Spiritual Body of Christ and the Legend of the Empty Tomb’, in 
Empty Tomb (ed. Price and Lowder), pp. 105-232 (180-84, 191). 

Plutarch, Romulus. 

Cicero, Laws 1.3 and Republic 2.10. 

Livy, From the Founding of the City 1.3-16. 

Ovid, Fasti 2.491-512 and Metamorphoses 14.805-51. 
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Dionysius of Halicarnassus, Roman Antiquities 2.63. 

Cassius Dio, Roman History 56.46.2.  

Tertullian, Apology 21. 

- - -

Chapter 4, Section 3 (no new footnoted references in Section 2):

Matthew Novenson, Christ among the Messiahs: Christ Language in Paul and Messiah 
Language in Ancient Judaism (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012). 

Gunnar Samuelsson, Crucifixion in Antiquity: An Inquiry into the Background of the New 
Testament Terminology of Crucifixion (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2011). 

Richard Carrier, ‘The Burial of Jesus in Light of Jewish Law’, in Empty Tomb (ed. Price 
and Lowder), pp. 369-92 (esp. pp. 375-79). 
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Journal of Jewish Studies 32 (1981), pp. 32-46. 

J.A. Fitzmyer, ‘Crucifixion in Ancient Palestine, Qumran Literature, and the New 
Testament’, Catholic Biblical Quarterly 40 (1978), pp. 493-513. 

Carrier, ‘Spiritual Body’, in Empty Tomb (ed. Price and Lowder), esp. pp. 107-13, 126, 
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Richard Carrier, ‘B.C.A.D.C.E.B.C.E’, Richard Carrier Blogs ( January 16, 2012), at 
http://freethoughtblogs.com/carrier/archives/166. 

- - -

Chapter 4, Section 5 (no footnoted sources in Section 4):
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Carrier, ‘Spiritual Body’, in Empty Tomb (ed. Price and Lowder), pp. 107-13. 
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Erich Gruen, Heritage and Hellenism: The Reinvention of Jewish Tradition (Berkeley, 
CA: University of California Press, 1998). 

J. Andrew Overman and Robert MacLennan (eds.), Diaspora Jews and Judaism (Atlanta, 
GA: Scholars Press, 1992). 

Margaret Williams, The Jews among the Greeks and Romans: A Diasporan Sourcebook 
(Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1998).  

Morton Smith, ‘Palestinian Judaism in the First Century’, in Israel: Its Role in 
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Theological Seminary of America, 1956). 

Alan Segal, ‘Jesus and First-Century Judaism’, in Jesus at 2000 (ed. Marcus Borg; 
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James Charlesworth et al. (eds.), Qumran-Messianism: Studies on the Messianic 
Expectations in the Dead Sea Scrolls (Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1998), pp. 25-27. 
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Stanley Porter (ed.), The Messiah in the Old and New Testaments (Grand Rapids, MI: 
William B. Eerdmans, 2007). 
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Craig Evans and Peter Flint (eds.), Eschatology, Messianism, and the Dead Sea Scrolls 
(Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 1997). 

James Charlesworth (ed.), The Messiah: Developments in Earliest Judaism and 
Christianity (Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1992). 

Jacob Neusner, Messiah in Context: Israel’s History and Destiny in Formative Judaism 
(Philadelphia, PA: Fortress Press, 1984). 
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Jarvis Williams, Maccabean Martyr Traditions in Paul’s Theology of Atonement: Did 
Martyr Theology Shape Paul’s Conception of Jesus’s Death? (Eugene, OR: Wipf & 
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[See Heb. 1.1-4 and Col. 1.12-20; Heb. 2.10 and 1 Cor. 8.6. Gos. Thom. 113. 1 Cor. 8.6 
and Phil. 2.5-11, Rom. 8.3. Rom. 1.7-8; 2.6; 5.1, 11; 6.11, 23; 7.25; 8.39; 10.9; 15.6, 30; 
16.27, etc.; 1 Cor. 1.3-4; 6.11; 15.57, etc.; 2 Cor. 1.2-3; 11.31; 13.14, etc.; Gal. 1.1; 1.3, 
etc.; Phil. 1.2, 11; 3.3, 14; 4.19, etc.; 1 Thess. 1.1; 3.11-13; 4.14; 5.9, etc. 1 Cor. 4.1 and 
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- - -

Chapter 4, Section 6:
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Marvin Meyer (ed.), The Ancient Mysteries: A Sourcebook of Sacred Texts (Philadelphia, 
PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1987), pp. 225-27 and pp. 252-54. 
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Robert Wild, Water in the Cultic Worship of Isis and Sarapis (Leiden: Brill, 1981).  
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Handbook of the Dead Sea Scrolls (ed. Timothy Lim and John Collins; Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2010), pp. 546-64. 
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John Kloppenborg, ‘Associations in the Ancient World’, in Historical Jesus in Context 
(ed. Levine, Allison and Crossan). 

[1 Cor. 7.12; 15.6, 31; 1 Cor. 4.15; Phlm. 10.] 
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[See Rom. 8.15-29; 9.26; Gal. 3.26-29; 4.4-7; and Heb. 2.10-18; Eph. 1.5; 1 Jn 5.1-4 (and 
likewise 1 Jn 2.28–3.10; 4.8; 5.18-20); with Rom. 6.3-10; Col. 2.12..] 

[See also Irenaeus, Demonstration of the Apostolic Preaching 3 and 8. And Ps. Sol. 
17.27.] 
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Guy Stroumsa, Hidden Wisdom: Esoteric Traditions and the Roots of Christian Mysticism 
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Clement of Alexandria, Miscellanies 5.9 (§57.2-3). 5.9 (§58.4-5). 5.9 (§58.6). 
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Origen, Against Celsus 3.51-61.  
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[See Phil. 4.12.] 

Qumran ‘Hymns of the Just’ 4 (with 13.8-12, 28; 16.22; 14.21 and 21.1-2).  
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Plutarch, On Isis and Osiris 26.361b–27.361e, 32.363d–46.369e; 49.371a–80.384c, 
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historiques (Paris: Études Augustiniennes,1987). 

Plutarch, On Isis and Osiris 78.382e, 78.382f-383a. 
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Page �  of �27 131



Bruce Malina, The Social Gospel of Jesus: The Kingdom of God in Mediterranean 
Perspective (New York: Routledge, 2000). 
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Justin Martyr, Dialogue with Trypho 90. 

Origen, Against Celsus 4.51-52.  
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Plato, Laws 663e.  
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Clement of Alexandria, Who Is the Rich Man That Shall Be Saved 5. 

Page �  of �29 131



Euripides, Bacchae 479-480. 
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William James, The Varieties of Religious Experience: A Study in Human Nature 
(London: Longmans, Green, 1902). 

Charles Taylor, Varieties of Religion Today: William James Revisited (Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard University Press, 2002). 

Ernst Arbman, Ecstasy, or Religious Trance, in the Experience of the Ecstatics and from 
the Psychological Point of View (3 vols.; Stockholm: Bokförlaget 1963-70).  

Bruce Bower, ‘Night of the Crusher: The Waking Nightmare of Sleep Paralysis Propels 
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[See Mt. 9.15; Mk 2.18-20; Lk. 5.33-35 (also, e.g., 2.37; 18.12); Acts 13.2-3; 14.23; 
27.21-23; 1 Cor. 7.5; 2 Cor. 6.5; 11.27.] 
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